The Books of Bert

T.Spcfford S research challenges some myifh's'

" By IVIN DOYLE
Dally News sports editor-

- AMESBURY -~ Bert . Spofford

doesn’t think of himself as the keeper

of the records - just as the guy who’s

taken it upon himself to set those
“records straight. .- f

wh passion or
..-bas authored seven- hand-written his-
““tories of high schéol sports in Ames- -
bury, Newburyport and Georgetown.

The sports gospel according to Bert
wasn’t done for profit, but more as a
tribute to “the older guys.”

T did it for the guys who won’t be
around much longer,” said Spofford,
a 1942 graduate of Cornell University
and a retired U.S. Army Colonel, “so
they’d know they haven't 'been
forgotten.”

Spofford, his hands gnarled from
arthritis, photo-copied whatever ma-
terial he could but painstakingly
wrote down much of the rest. The
loose-leaf books - histories of AHS
football, baseball, basketball and
hockey; NHS football and baseball;
and GHS football - are available in
the reference rooms of each town'’s
public library or school Nbrary.
Copies can be made.

“It’'s a souvenir for life. It’s amaz-
ing how many copies of some books
are making the rounds out there.
There’s been a lot of interest among
young kids who want to see what
their fathers and grandfathers did,”
said Spofford.

“It’s gone over so big that people
-call me at home just to settle argu-
‘ments,” he added with a hearty

Spofford, who is putting the final
touches on the AHS hockey history
that will be his final effort, estimates

acoach andlo

he's wntten approxlmately 4000,

pages since starting.

The NHS football history is the be-
" hemoth of the bunch. At approxima
tely850page§ittooknearlyayear
and a half to\compile. It’s been an

invaluable research tool for the NHS _

Wall of Fame committee. -

. Spofford, whose ancestors W
among the original settlers of
town, did the Georgetown:
book as a fgyor for 30-year

‘fore. It was so Well-received that he
was presented a plaque of recognition
by the Georgetown School Committee
last May.

Any minute detail fans or research- .
ers could possibly want to know' -

humorous anecdotes, game-by-game
compilations, individual statistics,
team captains and coaches - is includ-
ed in each book.

Of course, there can be a problem
or two with verifying the past.

“These guys and events were
myths. People look at the past as
sacred and immortal. Even if they're
(the stories) lies, people don’t want
them changed,” Spofford admitted.

A case in point occurred two years
ago when Spofford and his research
partner, the late William “Whit” Pea-
body, turned up ample evidence that
the annual Thanksgiving Day series
between Newburyport and Amesbury
actually began in 1915, not the long-
accepted 1891 date. That stirred up
quite a furor among Clipper fans and
ruffled-a feather or two on the In-
dians’ war bonnets. .

Peabody, who died in July of 1989,
got Spofford hooked on research. .

*He moved in next door and he was
one of a kind. We were different as
night and day, but he was insane

about sports and that's what we had ..

in common,” Spofford recalled. ~

“Anyway, he came over to the

-time friend Jim Co

house one day and he sa1d ‘I love "
sports and I know you do to.’ He had

~Amesbury High’s football record .

memorized for 30 years. He reeled it
off and. I'll bet he didn’t miss 10
scores,” he said shaking his head in

’ wonder

Still, it fook a subtle nudge from

'-Peabody to set Spofford off and

e | stoppe&, yihe ]ibrary one day to

*see him in microfilm and bat the -
- ‘breeze. He said he thought I'd be
" pretty good at this stuff and I said it

was my idea of doing not.hmg,” Spof- -
ford said.

. “One day I said ‘get me some micro-
film’ and I started writing the stuff

--down. It was Amesbury baseball. I
-came home and had nothing to do, so

I went ‘back and did another year.
Ang I went back the next day,” he
said. .

And the next day, and the day after
that and the day after that - until
Spofford found himself immersed in
research six or seven hours a day, six
days a week.

Why?

“Because I think I was the only guy
with the combination of experience,
time, background and tenacity to do-
something like this,” he said.

“Plus, it’s a challenge You’re all by
yourself in what’s basically a monas-
tery. And, when I start something, I
want to do it a littler better than
someone else,” said Spofford a domi-
nant collegiate and semi-pro pltcher
who once struck out 68 batters ih a -
four-game stretch in high school at
Sanborn Regional.. -

“I guess I wanted to do something I
know no-one else wﬂl probably do,”
he said.

Maniacal? -

- Not unless you consider routinely

'dnvmg to newspapers throughout
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the region to examine microfilm in
order to verify the legitimacy of a -
single game or two, or to clarify a
player’s name, untoward
behavior. -

Of all the obscure facts and
amazing discoveries he’s dredged
up, Spofford has enjoyed the
lighter side of his research most.

One of his favorites occurred
during an 1894 game between New-
buryport and the Amesbury
Rugbys. With the score tied, 0-0,
Amesbury was on the Newbur-
pyort three with a minute to play.

‘Fansrushedontotheﬁeldand,

with the alleged assistance of the
referee, pushed the Amesbury
ba]lcan'ier into the end zome for
the only score of the game.

“There are so many things that
happened that you just wouldn’t
‘believe,” he said. )

“Going way back in football,
schools used to play teams that
were on the same rail line. One
year Newburyport played at
Danvers and was welcomed by the
band and opposing fans and every-
one marched to the game. Well
Newburyport won and was sur-

roundedonthewaybacktothe
station. The players had to barri-
cade themselves in the station un-
til they were res 2 -he ex-
plained i in his homey style of story-
telling. -

Because of the arthntls Spof
ford said he’ll probably not write
any more books. But, he is bowling

-for the 42nd consecutive year and

continues to go ballroom dancing
most every Saturday night. = .
“Some day, another guy will
come along just like me and pick
up where I left off,” he said. -
Somehow, that seems unlikely.
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1.did it for the guys who won’t be around much
lqnger, so they’d know they haven’t been forgotten.

‘Sia

_ -Bert Spofford Spofford |

'BRIAN GONYE PHOTO
When Bert Spofford isn’t buried in m:lcroﬁlm at the library you can usuall find him in
event somewhere on the North Shore. v attendance at an athletic
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Sports enthusiast Bert Spofford never lets up in his job as head
of Supervised Play for the town of Amesbury. He's often found in his
“office.” which is any place in a town park,
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. , rWhﬂt Spofford was used-to |
as1f 190U, Were.»an. aspiring , dealing with, so he transferred
L youn ,.!jjghr; school: pitcher, to- Sanborn - Seminary in.
Istrz;kmg, gyt,‘17 batters. in. a Kingston, New Hampshire.
ihaseball, qgame certainly ' The aforementioned record
d- be: 'gratnfymg and. then.. came - to.' being. and °
;; Cornell University showed an - §
, “:.interest in the tall righthander
. xpenence certamly who also competed.in football,
{;WPUM encourage anindividual as an end, and basketball, as a
he press. clippings for ‘center. But Burt's first love

Ezthat dartic gular, game e Plght_ was baseball and this.Jed him
MDM - " toIthaca, New York...

s Nowiihow “about - ac- .- Far above Lake Cayuga,
comphshmg that feat in four 'Burt played freshman football
uccessive - games! “That for the Big Red, but gave.it up
A i .;63 strikeouts. The to- concentrate on pitching.
5 oungster grtamly ‘eould and ‘For ‘four years -he twirled for
should"“’”beiw‘?"proud of this’ Cornell, During the off season, -
achlevemen ‘fOl‘ lt would turn he ‘waited on tables, : and
: e washed dishes, and worked for-.
various professors in an order -
‘to ‘help - defray the.cost of
G i -~school e
- “own - hlgh ‘'school ! Spofford had tremendous
Ebaseball?%} coach,” Harold ability as a pitcher, but he was
%”Spofford The 64-year- - also an outstanding student as )
? orgetown pative, well-: -:well; ~He - graduated from <. -~ Y
"his:" sporting? Cornell in'1942 with a BS in: vBERT SPOFF ORD Ames ul"y‘f_-ngh veferan |
“the North Economics and Physical "baseball coach, calls. directions:from the side- :.
isicurrently strugglmg Education. He ranked third in’ lines dur recent game. cii
i _ndnan nipeball” his class, and was the hi mg :
the " *,500 S-iark. ranking male in the - contact with - Gen. * George ‘about
has not been the ity Those aren tbad stats for Patton,. .
s R Spofford ﬁnally musbered Bobby_gBrown ‘
§ Being®. ‘an< ROTC college, out April 18,»1946 asa captam -Gordon ‘and; Ted;"
ientol for over 50, Spofford tried. to - ‘enter ‘the .He’ emoyed(;;meamxhtarygrand son;he¥
” EA rogram, ‘but - was. deferred’ joined - the"peserve > shortly..
began/ for Burt at age because of a bad knee. Upon’ after. Twenty-four years later :
’ialayed the outfield in  graduation, he had to face the - he retired-with the full rank of -
?-Georgetown “Intertown -draft on June 1, 1942.: Colonel: So| going: fromabuck
%Leagueﬁon a- team" deluged-* - On June 2 he was presented private to a full colonel 1sn’t y
, \tives. Even at. that’ an oversized uniform and sent shabby stateither.. * : ‘
escould: throw: ‘a .ball :to Fort Meade, Maryland, and. ;* The Army career still dxdn’_ ‘years ‘would: tire".of it ‘even-
than:‘anyone: on.'the “assigned-to the 302nd Field stop. Spofford. from pitching, -tually,"Wrong(:- Spofford
hg:-strength of that Artillery, ~ 76th " Infantry Whilein Virginia; hemanaged he]pede Georget
tated -that . pitching: Division. The*:Army. was to find. a’league’ in. which to ’; band. {Babe.
away, but it still: tough, but - after being  tran- * sharpen his skills, and itwasa Ruthbeague. between that,
ears before' this. sferred - Fort . .8ill, ‘great: ‘experience. fora,'kid , he refereed‘gtb s
It 'wasn't ‘until he Oklahoma, - Spofford got his from north . “of
ags homore at the 01d ‘break. He' ran into a Col. _mlghtaskwhy
; ey igh ™~ :School “in ‘Williamson; who.used to be the " Some of ‘the people Spofford e,
Ge getuw that 'he- actually commandant of; the: ROTC ‘at -played- against'dugingithe war™ "erchants in
‘got 2 on: the ‘mound. It Cornell.+ "Upon - further.years could have’ beaten ‘the.. B.eague,* and
dlscussmn ‘Spofford : finally. 1 of ! et 3 along'mth Paul’M(mghan co-'
ree: got-+his: chance at.- Officer’s. -team : bury: entry
‘ ) Candldate “School “and from. a-"li add e ?Leglon cir
g xth the & gherehxs posmon changed.: Ini‘xh,ins’q sie D] Maggic 3 audirector;:
alizeithat he’ four years he progressedfrom” Pe¢ B d rrent 2iNortheast:
d suddenly .he . buck::private to: captain.  He ‘Robinson; eYerAVerno, :
. ppportumty 'to: :held'‘command positions as an’ asey,‘Phil'Rizzuto:al \t"he ear as
G: rnorDummer  embarkation chief at: ‘Hamp- - _
bad! “*Bowling’ Léague;"And -that is

OW 'ver, ‘the "ton Roads, Virginia, and at C oA
yere :not ‘quite  Camp Haan where he camein Let’s goahttle further. How ot a'shabby;
- For 30 year -.Spoffond made

hlS hvmg as:
Ewas told he 1t mlght ot ‘which: “wer
f we had'a- youngster in- | ‘?\ to do' eny o thls type Haverhill

terested in playing baseball, ( * again. .. o »i'?enLammsg,. ' S
and 'Burt' Spofford’ was the ““The hardest thmg in the ﬂr_tm TERY =
manager, we'd drive him to =~ World is 't0 “be "yourself,? ™The bad: ‘knee'that-plagued
the park’ mstead of ‘making reiterates - Spofford . to his | Bert was:corrected thanks'to
him walk!. - players, -and" it "is ‘a: true Dr. John MusserzSpofford has
N statement. It might come hard ] an artificial knee-that he says

for the players, but it comes | functions .very- well..
easy for their coach. - B doesntstop him from trlppmg
the ‘light‘fantasti¢,.when in

. anaged
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1904. Nonh Andover (9-0-0'
1883: Lynnfield (8-1-0; 9-1-0
1882: Triton (8-1-0; 8-1-0).:
1881:.North Andover (7-1-1 81-1) !
1880: Newburyport (8-1-0; 8-2-0), North Readlng (8-1-0)
1976: North Reading (8-0-1; 8-1-1). .

1878:. North Reading. (7-1-1; 8-1-1). .
1877: Newburyport (8-1-0; 9—2-0) lpswu:h (8-1-0 ~10-1 )
1876: Newburyport (8-0-0; 11-0-0). - .

1875: Newburyport (8-0-0:, 110-0). -

1974; Amesbury (8-1-0; 9-1-0); N'port (8-1-0 8:2-0).:. .
1973: N'port (8-1-0); Pentucket (8-1-0). 'fleld (8-1-0)
1972 Pentucket (7-0-0; 8-1-0). :

1971: (Upper Dlvltlon) Amesbury (6-1-0- 8-1-0) pswlch
(6-1-0; 8-1-0). S

1971: (Lower. Divlslon) Georgetown 3-0-0- 8- -0)
1970: (Uppér Division) Ipswich (5-0-0; 8-0-0).".
1970: (Lower Division) Lynn, Trade {3-0:0; &1-0)
1968: (Upper Division) Ipswich (3-1-0; 8-1-0); Mascono-
met (3-1-0; 8-1-0); North Reading (3-1-0; 3-8-0).
1969: (Lower Division) Timberlane (3-0-0; 5-3-1)
1988 (Upper DMﬂon) lpswnch (4-0-0' &-0-0)1_ :

1967: (Lower Division) Georgatown (31
chester (3-1-0; 54-0)."

1964: Z‘Gwrgetawn (4-'0-0;',
1983 Masoonomet (5-0-0 9-0-0) )
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fcon:ept of excells

" ’A record o ook bac

By KEVIN DOYLE -
Dally News sports edito;

. "NEWBURYPORT ~ There exists that pr
frame ‘every: indlyidual’s liteé' hen:it.
take a. specific course of action. -,

at.timeis’ now. for-Jim: Stel

coach longer than apyone in the school’s history
=" However,:Stehl, “will remaln :as the: high
athleti - dir : ;

greal ulty

.do. hecause.it’s-been so

.‘no’outslde offers of any’

it. 1 could never ach at.
thin

_v::'Through th tehlin b
9st cx:itlc. 'I‘hat penchant playe
minor role inhi_sgecision :

iwhether or nth . ; ,ispace. expecta.
' certain caliber. of performance from myself, " he said;
““During the.season it's.a_seven-day-a-week.
----- :evenmore than that.'] wouldn’t wantto,g

Situation where I'd be ching: by
- ‘T've been'do 't

i pleted his 20th sedson; gs-Newbury i
: _port coach Thanksgiving morning ‘with-‘a46-8 win'|
-~ against Amesbury. He had served ‘as hea

a“nglil1 «stbsolut
‘b0

ekon. <

. ' When Stehlin. arrived: at Newb /port
inheri - am.that had. stn‘:‘g'{ﬁd:
coaches since alter Sheridan’s departure in'1957,

Koy { R

1988:7-3.0 ta
% NORTHEAST CONFERE
i mmn Leaaus. 74-28-0
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MR. LEONARD KNOX

- ZmMZIOUmM—SO0ZRxAO>

On behalf of the entire student body, The Class of 1960 wishes to thank Coach
Buddy Knox for his invaluable service to the people of Newburyport. Through his
efforts, the stndents at Newburyport High School have learned the true meaning of
sportsmanship. We wish him the best of luck in his new position as Athletic Direclor
of the Newburyport Schools.
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MR. WALTER SHERIDAN

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We, the En-Aitch-Ess staff of 1957, wish to express our appreciation to
Mr. Walter Sheridan for the fine job he has done here at Newburyport High

- School. As a coach he has proven himself to be one of the finest. Here ‘at
N.H.S. he has made sports not just games, but builders of the mind and body.

He has taught us the true meaning of victory and defeat. He has shown us
what sportsmanship really is. '

We at Newburyport High shall miss the sincerity and earnest efforts of
M. Sheridan, and we wish him success in his new position.

Good Luck!

72
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FranCIs lresnahan

Worked more than 40 years
at Newburyport’s schools

NEWBURYPORT — Superintendent of
Schools Francis T. Bresnahan, who had a
lifelong relationship with education in the
city of Newburyport, died early yesterday
morning after a two-year battle with can-
cer. He was67. -

A funeral mass is scheduled for tomor-
row. Newburyport schools will be closed
for the day and flags at all city buildings
will be flown at half staff for 30 days.

To the end Mr. Bresnahan was reluctant
to leave behind the school system where
he had worked formore than 40 years.

* Shortly before school started he made
~hat would be his last appearance at the
school, checking to make sure the system
was ready for the first day. He told school
staffers he would be back soon. :

Assistant Superintendent Eugene Case
called Mr. Bresnahan’s death “a tremen- |

Career chronology

: mmng fo 8 chmnology of Francis"aresnahan s career i tiie

mﬂmﬂpﬁnﬁpdofﬂle!{eﬂeysm
kS mmless)&anas'earas*am

' >wmwmﬁmy P a
a1 annommpla!wmréﬁmjnbmm

dous loss” to the community.

School Committee member Norman
Doyle, who worked with Bresnahan longer
than most other people in the city, called

dies

Mr. Bresnahan “the best superintendent .

I've ever worked with.”

Although many people knew of Mr.
Bresnahan’s illness, most were still
shocked and saddened by his death. (See

_ related story.)

¢ ————

. Francis Bresnahan was born in .

Newburyport on May 16, 1926, the son of
Thomas L. and Catharme {(Donahue)
Bresnahan: He grew up in Newburyport
and attended the city’s schools, graduating
from Newburyport High School i in 1943.

Mr. Bresnahan joined the faculty at
Newburyport High School in 1949 as an
English and history tea_cheﬂ
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‘classroom frustration and the corrosion that -
"when he became superintendent. -

i
|
i

i
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Legacy of

Francis
Bresnahan

It is bemg sald among those who knew

-ancls T. Bresnahan, who died early Sunday

morning, that jtisa shame he did not live to
enjoy his retirement after so many yearsas
supenntendent of Newburyport’s schools. .

; But in a larger sense, his retirement would
have been a continuation of his life, because he ;
was not the kind of man who could have simply
walked away from all that had been meaningful
malongandfrunful careertogoﬁshmgorto '
play golf. - . -

: Bresnahan’ S. mterests were keen and broad.

And he pursued them with zeal without being a
-bore. He was as com-

pleteaprofelslsmnal |
educator as he was a |
EDITORIAL Sleis st e
' ""3 Dd'y Ne“ humanbemg |

He could be acer- -

b;c and qmck to temper, and often was when
obliged to suffer what he considered to be injus-
tice, hypocrisy or intrusive i 1gnorance Buthe -
was just.as quick to recast his energies in posi- |

-tive ways.

- Fate placed. him i in a position of educational -
power at a time of major transitions in public
educetion, and he was quick to selze opportum
ties to be innovative.

" Newburyport has had a long line of strong

'supermtendents each with singular

He combined the best of the lot of them, and

; -added dimensions of his own.

A gifted teacher, he knew well the nature of-
can bring. He did not forget the teacher’s lot

A skilled administrator, he was able to mtro-
.duce new concepts without losmg SIght ofthe
-importance of staple demands. -

It did not take long before his fellow profes- -
sionals began to take note. Many of them came
from other states, for example; to stuidy what -

}chlldren and their

Newburyport had done with its middle school

mrnm and went away to emulate it. : i

|
i
|

. And when the school system of Lynn fell into
dlsarray, Bresnahan was asked to take on the !

chore of recasting it. He declined, but said he

‘would serve with others to bring about the
needed changes, and he did. .
Such events, however, sound like so much )

administrative carpentry, and while it grades
the profess1ona1 eﬁ‘ort 1t does little to explain
theman. - |
For that, one has to turn to the private . -
”Francls Bresnahan, a man of scholarly bent; of
‘considerable culture as qu1ck tolaugh as to -
scoff, a man blessed w1th lmpresswe cominon

‘.sense

- Helovedh:sﬁamﬂyaboveallelseonth:searth.
ButhJsemouonwasnearlyaswannfothsfel
low man. He enjoyed the company of others with
awarmthbornofasharedsenseof]ivmg '

He did not abide such innovations as “politi-
cal correctness” with'grace. He believed in see-
1ing things as they wereandmeXpressmghnn
self without equivocation.. . - -

Heremndedusthatsomethingswerevn'tu L
ous and some wereé without virtue. He believed
deeplymnghtandwrong Above all else, he
believed in teaching md1v1dual responsmlhty
oo ik

esterday’s e, wh11e accu
Yate, was not totally correct. Ffactuallymms ‘
'Bresnahan dies,” it read. :

- "However, it did not take mto account the
fruits of his efforts that live on in the lives of the
thousands of men and women who benefited, .
from his teaching and administration. - .

Itlsonlyparha]lyt'uefor thoseofhis close
friends and acquaintances who were ennched

‘by his candor and intelligence. -

‘And 1tisnott'ueatallforhlsunfe, Kay, their
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Committed
to tradition

Newburyport AD Stehlin leaves
30 years of excellence behmd

By KEVIN DOYLE
Daily News $ports Editor

‘When Jim Stehlin
leaves his basement
office. in the “new

wing” today, he
will close the door
on 30 years as a
teacher, coach and
Athletic Director at
Newburyport High
School. .
Stehlin, who cele-
brated his -~ 62nd
birthday Tuesday,
spent his career
committed to pre-
serving the school’s
rich tradition and
restoring pride to
its athletic "pro-

gram. »
He is the last of a
decidedly pro-ath-
letic administra-
tion that included
most of the school
committee as well
as the late Sup-
erintendent Fran-
cis T. Bresnhahn
and retired assistant sup-
erintendents Leonard “Buddy”
Knox and Joe Donnelly.
“Working with that adminis-
tration was probably one of the
things I most appreciated. When
you went to people like that,

'PHTQ
Jim Stehlin, in front of
stadivm scoreboard.

they helped,” he said.

“It’s been a great trip, but I
just feel it’s time to move on.”

A U.S. Army veteran and for-
mer Little' All-Amerié¢an quarter-
back at Brandeis University, the
Allentown Pa. native came to
Newburyport in
1964 as a history
teacher and head
football and base-
ball coach after six
years at Natick
High. He became
Athletic Director
in 1970. i

He didn’t real-
ize then it would
be a lifetime posi-
tion. He leaves an
.lmpresswe lega

1 record in his
first season as
| football  coach,

-Stehlin’s teams
won back-to-back

and the undefeat-
ed ‘66 squad was

crowned Class B champion.
When Newburyport joined the
Cape Ann League in 1973, the
Clippers won six league crowns
and consecutive EMass. Div. HI
Super Bowl titles (1975 and *76)
'. Stehlin, page B3

Fo]lowmg al7 .

' Northeastern
Conference titles
in 1965 and 1966

The Record .-

m fdllowlnc Is Jim Stehlin's ye
yalrroeordn Newburypottﬂlgh. .
-~

= NORTHEAST CONFERENCE:
-::CAPE ANN LEAGUE: 74-26-0
=, NON-LEAGUE: 7-6-0

s
1900-Northeast Conferencea, Class
+1873:Cape Ann League trl-champs.
~4974: Caps Ann League co-champs:

1875: Capa Ann,l.eagne EMas DI
Super wi.

e “Ann- Lea ue EMass ._D]
Suparsowl finallst.: g " W
1980 capeAnnLaague, co-champs

1885-87: - 21-game: unbeaten
-snapped by Swampscott, 28-27. . b
1074-77: . 38-game unbeaten amng.
‘snapped by Lynnfleld, 8-0.. - ...




STEHLIN: Retires after 30 memorable years

Continued from page Bl

under Stehlin. He coached three
undefeated teams and compiled a
126-64-3 record before retiring as a
coach following the 1983 season.
“I think if I hadn’t been success-
ful (coaching) early, it wouldn’t
have been (a lifetime position). I

was just so impressed when I got

here with the school and stadium. I
knew they had a rich tradition and
were committed to a strong pro-
gram and knew this was where 1
wanted to be,” Stehlin said.

“I had some opportunities to
move, but I thought it was more
important when you're raising a
family not to be jumping around
all over the country. I saw friends
do that and it didn’t work out,” he
said. “Newburyport has been great
for me and my family. We have a
very nice home and love the com-
munity.”

" Stehlin credits much of his suc-
cess to the support and under-
standing of his family — wife
Beverly, son Kevin and daughters
Kelley and Kara.

“Family is the most important
thing my life. Bev has done so
much for me in so many different
ways. As the Hematology
Supervisor at the hospital she’s
probably more successul in her
field than I ever was but I was
more in the public view. She’s
pulled all of these things together,”
hesaid. - -

In what he called a “natural pro-
gression,” Stehlin took over as

Athletic Director when Knox.

became Assistant Superintendent.

“The opportunity was there after
six or seyen years and it worked
out well. I don’t know how much
longer coaches will be allowed to
do it. The job is changing here and
in other places, becoming more
administrative,” he said.

Compared to coaching, where
success is quantifiable and-the
rewards tangible, the AD’s task is
often thankless.

“T especially enjoyed the coach-
ihg — it was wonderful. The AD’s
job is just so involved and time-
consuming. Half the time you can’t
even enjoy the games because
there is so much to be done. You're
out four nights during the winter.
There’s just a lot more to it than
people think,” said Stehlin, who
played one season in the Canadian
Football League and is a member
of both the NHS Wall of Fame and
the Brandeis Hall of Fame.

“There are very few thank-yous
or measurable positive things.
When someone comes to you in
this job, they usually have a prob-

_
“I've been gifted to spend
my life in great
communities such as

‘Natick and Newburyport.

I'm just going to step
back and enjoy it for
awhile.”

Retiring A.D. Jim Stehlin

lem. I'll be very honest — this was
not that enjoyable the last few
years. There was no comparison to
coaching,” he said.

Stehlin faced a major crisis
almost immediately when the deci-
sion was made that Newburyport,
a charter member of the
Northeastern Conference in the
1930s, would shift to the Cape Ann
League.

Predlctably, a firestorm of oppo-
sition flared up among old-timers
who viewed the NEC as their
league.

Stehlin believes the right choice
was made.

“It was a tough move from the
standpoint of those (NEC) rival-
ries. The older people still talk
about them. But, I don't think we
had much choice for two reasons.
First, Amesbury made the move
before us and when your rival is in
a different league the rivalry loses
something. And, in terms of school
size and location, we almost had to
do it,” he said.

W1th Stehlin working closely
with a supportive administration,
the number of sports — particular-
ly for girls — increased and facili-
ties were added.

Among programs added under
Stehlin were soccer (boys and
girls), tennis (boys and girls), g1er
track, boys golf and boys ice hock-
ey. The Fuller Field complex on
Low Street houses a state of the art
track as well as fields for soccer
and field hockey. |
- The advent of Prop 2 1/2 in the
early 1980s, shrinking budgets and
the institution of users fees have ;
transformed the position into
something more akin to that of a
fundraiser.

“There is a lot more paperwork
now. I also think people now are a
lot more demanding and a lot more
critical. You have to handle more
problems behind the scenes. I
think a definite attitude has grown
from the users fees,” he said.

Stehlin commended The
Boosters Club for its unwavering
support, noting “they supply
almost all of our uniforms now.”

Whatever headaches existed
were balanced by a group of dedi-
cated, hard-working coaches and
relationships Stehlin formed with
fellow ADs.

“We have coaches who have
stayed in our program for long
periods, through thick and thin,
who have worked extremely hard.
You have to get the people who can
do the job, then get them what they
need to do it. And, when they’re
going through criticism, you have
to be able to work that out with
them,” he said.

“The ADs in the Cape Ann:
League have been a real good-

group. Doug Wood and I, consider-

ing the rivalry (with Amesbury),

are very close friends. I'll miss him |

quite a bit. Frankly, we smoothed

out a lot of trouble that could have !
come up with this rivalry. I'll miss !
guys like Ron Corcoran (of Triton)

and Dick Baker (the CAL
Secretary),” said Stehlin, who is
being joined in retirement this
year by veteran Lynnfield AD Bob
McLeod.

Stehlin’s agenda will remain
full. He is a member of the NHS
Wall of Fame Committee, co-chair-
man of the Brandeis Hall of Fame
Committee, president-elect of the
the EMass. Chapter of the Football

Foundation and Hall of Fame and a -

member of the Gridiron Club. He
will continue to run a summer
football camp with Wood.

“T've been gifted to. spend my life

in great communities such as
Natick and Newburyport. I'm just
going to step back and enjoy it for ..

awhile,” he said. .

" “Tt will be nice to:go to a game .

and not have someone ask me ;

where the umplres are or why the

scoreboard clock isn’t working,”

he said with a laugh.
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Continued from page Al

three daughters, all of whom had
the liberty of watching their father
practice in their home,

Daughtér Keineth Webber said
she remembers the police coming
into the home one night with flash-
lights trying to wake him up to
come to the hospital.

“We never locked the house,”
Webber said. “They’d come in say-
ing, ‘Dr. Dervan ... Dr. Dervan,™

Webber said her father was real-
Iy one of the last doctors who
made house visits and used a
barter system.

“If people didn’t have any
money, patients would give him a
plate of cookies or browmies,” .
Webber said. :

Edward said he remembers get-
ting a bag of lobsters one time,

And, the family dog, a Springer
spaniel, was given to the Dervans
in lieu of a patient’s bill.

Dervan's bartering surpassed
even his friends.

Jim Stehlin, former NHS foot-.
ball coach and athletic director,
said once when he was sick, Der-
van spent 45 minutes on the check-
up. Afterward Stehlin asked Der-
van what he owed him for the
visit. Dervan told him that he
couldn’t charge anything, -

“He said, “You're my buddy and

the coach,” Stehlin said.

Friends and family say Dervan’s
warmth and great smile made him
such a popular guy.

. “He had a soft way of talking,”
Stehlin said. }

- Although Dervan was often mild
and soft-spoken, Webber said the
only time he ever got mad was

.when she and her siblings were
.being too noisy during his office

hours.

"“Once in a while, he’d run out of
the office and we'd be in back
room fighting,” Webber laughed.
“He'd say, I can hear you through
one, two, three, four walis,’ hold-
ing up his fingers counting. He'd
be mad. He ruled the roost with an
iron fist, but never struck any of
us. He was very quiet and calm,
unless we disturbed his office
hours.”

Dervan, anavid football fan,
even managed to take his love of
medicine to the field, where he
worked as the NHS football team
physician for 30 years at no cost.

Norman Doyle, a former New-
buryport School Committee mem-
ber for 40 years, remembers ask-
ing Dervan to be the team physi-
cian for the NHS football team.

“He said, ‘Sure,” Doyle said.
“He went to all the games any-
way.”

. Doyle said he did the job for free

TOR: City mourns physician’s death

and was always the first person to
get out on the field whenever there
was an injury.

A wellkmown and wellliked
man in the community, people
often locked to Dervan as a leader.

Edward said when there were
out-of-town football games, Dervan
would travel to games, often with
a trail of 15 ¢ars following him.

“People didn’t know where they
were going,” Edward said. “So,
they saw Dr. Dervan and figured
— there goes Dr. Dervan. He
knows where he's going.”

Edward said little did they know
that his father didn’t know where
the field was, even though they’d
all eventually get there.

“He was just a helluva guy,”
Doyle said. “He was very down-to-
earth. When he came to talk to
you, he'd sit down next to you, and
you'd go on to have a nice conver-
sation. He was a personable guy.”

A funeral Mass will be held this
morning at 9 a.m. at the Immacy:
late Conception Church on Green
Street, Burial will be at St. Mary's
Cemetery. Memorial donations may
be made to the Merrimack Valley
Hospice, care of Home Health Foun-
dation, 360 Merrimack St,, Build-
ing 9, Lawrenceyass. 01843. -
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. CAL.CHAMPIONS |-

1981: North Andover (7-1-1; 8-1-1)

1980: Newburyport (8-1-0; 8-2-0);
North Reading (8-1-0)

1979: North Reading (8-0-1; 9-1-1)

1978: North Reading (7-1-1; 8-1-1)

1977: Newburyport (8-1-0; 9-2-0);

Ipswich (8-1-0; 10-1-0)

1976: Newburyport (9-0-0; 11-0-0) *

1975: Newburyport (9-0-0; 11-0-0)

1974: Ameskury (8-1-0; 9-1-0),
Newburyport (8-1-0, 8-2-0)

1973: -Newburyport (8-1-0),
Pentucket (8-1-0), Lynnfieid (8-1-0) -

1972: Pentucket (7-0-0; 8-1-0)

1971: (Upper Division)
Amesbury (6-1-0; 8-1-0); Ipswich (6-
1-0; 8-1-0)

1971: (Lower Division)

Georgetown (3-0-0; 8-1-0) )
1970: (Upper Divislon) Ipswich
(5-0-0; 9-0-0)

1970: (Lower Division) Lynn - ---

Trade (3-0-0; 8-1-0) '

1969: (Upper Dlvision)-
Ipswich (3-1-0; 8-1-0); Masconomet
(3-1-0; 8-1-0); North Reading (3-1-
0; 3-6-0)

1969: (Lower
Timberlane (3-0-0; 5-3-1)

1968: (Upper Division) Ipswich

Division)

(4-0-0; 9-0-0)

1968: (Lower Division)
Timberlane (4-0-0; 6-2-1)

1967: (Upper Dilivision)
Hamilton-Wenham (4-0-0; 9-0-0)

1967: (Lower Division)
Georgetown (3-1-0; 5-4-0);

Manchester (3-1-0; 5-4-0)
1966: (Upper Division) North
Reading (4-0-0; 7-1-1)
1966: (Lower
Manchester (3-0-0; 6-3-0)
1965: (Upper Divislon)
Hamilton-Wenham (3-0-1; 6-1-1)
1965: (Lower Division)
Manchester (3-0-0; 4-4-0)
1964: Georgetown (4-0-0; 5-1-0)
1963: Masconomet (5-0-0; 9-0-0)
1962: Masconomel (4-1-0; 6-2-0);
Pentucket (4-1-0; 5-2-1); Manchester
(4-1-0; 4-3.1)
1961: Manchester (5-0-0; 7-0-0)
1960: Manchester (5-0-0; 5-1-0)
1959: Hamilton (3-0-0; 4-0-0)

Division)

...E. Bridgewater, 27-12

~ Ipswich (8-1-0; 9:1-0)

CAL in the Super Bowl

1995: Div. 4B, Newburyport def.
1994: Div. 4A, North Andover
def. E Bridgewater, 29-13 - e
1993: Div. 4B, Arlington Catholic
def. Newburyport, 27-0 o
1992: Div. 4B, Ipswich def. Hull,
40-33 o
1991: Div. 4B, Ipswich def. Dom
Savio, 33-14 ' N o
1986: Div. 3, Lincoin-Sudbury def.
Lynnfield, 19-0 ‘ s
1979: Div. 3, Canton def. North'
Reading, 28-6
1977: Div. 3, Ipswich def.
Newburyport, 54-13
1976: Div. 3, Newburyport def.
South Boston, 41-0
~ 1975: Div. 3, Newburyport def.”
Wayland, 27-13

1996 N, Qrnolovens (5229
1995: Newburyport (9-1-0; 10-1-0)
1994: No. Andover (9-0-0; 11-0-0)
1993: Newburyport (8-1-0; 9-2-0);

1992: Ipswich (8-1-0; 10-1-0)

1991 ipswich (8-1-0; 10-2-0) .

1990: Hamilton-Wenham (8-1-0;
8-2.0)

1989: No. Andover (9-0-0; 9-1-0)

1988: Amesbury (8-1-0; 8-2-0);
Pentucket (8-1-0; 9-1-0) :

1987: North Andover (8-1-0; 9-1-0)

1986: Lynnfield (8-1-0; 9-2-0)

1985: Lynnfield (8-1-0; 9-1-0);
North Andover (8-1-0)

1984: North Andover (9-0-0; 9-1-0)

1983: Lynnfield (8-1-0; 9-1-0)

1982: Triton (8-1-0; 9-1-0)
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