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OVERALL STANDINGS

oy 2 19Ta4 — 1984
e
AM NAME WINS LOSSES TIES PCT POINTS POINTS
FOR AGAINST
\LEM 70 27 z .707 1786 1048
IAMPSCOTT 183 128 12 . 567 5108 3832
YRBLEHEAD 168 136 12 .532 - 4429 4199
/NN CLASSICAL &5 59 1 . 520 2007 1633
\UBUS 94 81 7 .516 2568 2438
[INTHROP 137 121 11 . 509 3983 3708
\f q 57 51 4 . 509 1730 1755
EVERLY 48 48 3 . 485 1450 1282
.DUCESTER &9 B4 1 . 448 2257 2627
EQBURYPDRT 2 &7 84 12 .411 2322 2452
EﬁQERs 125 172 17 .398 3693 4580
MESBURY 73 110 14 .371 2176 2914
YNN ENGLISH 29 &8 2 - 293 974 1736
NDOVER 11 27 4 . 262 399 694
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LEADING SCORERS

it -
it . 5
e .

" 1244 —1 983459

'vLLLLLEEEEEAAAAADDDDDIIIIINNNNNGGGGG S8SSSCCCCCODN00ORRRRREEEEERRRRRSSSS

- YEAR  PLAYER - TEAM TOUCHDOWNS EXTRA POINTS TOTAL POINTS
1944  PAPOULIAS AMESBURY 8 1 49
1945  BOSSELIN AMESBURY 10 2 62
19446  GOSSELIN AMESBURY b 10 44
- 1947  KAMIENSKI NEWBURYPDRT . 5 o) 30
.-1948  RICHARD AMESBURY 4 0 24
1949  GQUINLAN SAUGUS 4 0 24
. 19%0  CAREY AMESBURY 5 0 30
19%1  MILES WINTHROP 9 1 55
- 19852 TRAINOR WINTHROP 10 1 b1
19853  BGAMBLE AMESBURY 9 12 b6
1958  CASTIGLIONE WOBURN 12 9 81
1985  CARLIN SWAMPSCOTT 11 3 69
1956 MEZQUITA MARBLEHEAD 7 2 44
1957 BLAIS SWAMPSCOTT 10 0 60
1958  BLAIS SWAMPSCOTT 12 16 88
1959  MOORE NEWBURYPORT 9 4 58
1960  RADCLIFFE MARBLEHEAD 11 14 80
.- 1961  PIERCE DANVERS 2 2 74
1942 JOHNSON AMESBURY 7 8 50
' 963  JERMYN MARBLEHEAD 7 5 47
T 1964  ADAMSON WINTHROP 9 2 56
1965 WILLIAMS NEWBURYPORT 7 0 42
1946 L. RUSSELL NEWBURYPORT 7 37 79
1947  JAURON SWAMPSCOTT 14 22 106
1968 JAURON SWAMPSCOTT 18 140
© 1969 ST.PIERRE DANVERS 16 102
11970 - LOSAND SWAMPSCOTT 12 72
/1971 DEMARCO WINTHROP 2 74
1972 DEGREGORIO WINTHROP 16 105
1973 SAHAGIAN MARELEHEAD 6 36
1974 ©  CHLUDZENSKI BEVERLY 14 95
1975  NICOLO SAUGUS 15 101
“PLAKIAS WINTHROP 12 88
. PERAKIS SALEM P &0
NIGRO SAUBUS 13 0 78
DOHERTY DANVERS 10 4 b4
DOOL ING BEVERLY 10 2 62
SULLIVAN WINTHROP 17 16 118
SAFF IER WINTHROP 12 0 72
DEMBOWSK I DANVERS 10 24 84
AVILA GLOUCESTER 15 30 12
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anleyOpens Scheduls
B With Strong Clus-

The ‘Rerléy Free I school bs
iteam wiii- face some of the sivoi ..
of the smaller high school teams in
this sectlon in & schedule of 12 games.
Two games a1, pend!ng with Dum-
mer academy.

Perley . gﬂll‘dpl;és & gtgong‘ outﬁ:ld;
with Spoffo n e center
and?ﬁm a 'newoomer from
East Boston, in righ%. " The: lnﬂe;d
will be fairly strong with H. Long-
fey at first, A. Longley at - second,
Aiken, another newcomer from Lynn,
at thlrd. and Captain Jones at shurt.
Tidd will be béhind the plate, with
Moore in the box.” As five of. Jhe,
players are sophomores and with oa:
freshman, the prospect is still good for
next season,

The local school has H the
x ley gzg School league,
composed 7} ge D_wn. Merrimac,
Grovelang West Newbury &Rd Tops<
. and wm—may‘?zght ganies
m league, with a perinant to- be
awarded the winner.

The schedule will be as follows the!
star indicating league games: April
21, Hamilon at Georgetown; *May
5, Groveland at Groveland; *May i3,
Merrimac &t Merrimace; ‘Mny 15, West
Newbury at Georgetown; May 19 Es-
sex at Georgetown May 24, Essex at,
Georgetown; ‘ay - 26, 'ropsﬂe]d at
Topqﬁe]d *Maw 30, Grov‘.land at
Geurgetown; ~dune -2, Topsfleld at
©ougetown; Jwme 5, West Newbury

West Newbmy, *June 9, Merr 1an

“eorgetown; June 13, Hamut
{ton.

LOSES TO
HAMILTON HIGH

Locals Outbat Visitors But
Are Beaten, 2 to 1

The DPerley Free school baseball
team lost to Hamlilton, 2 to 1 on the
Perley grounds Friday afternoon in the

first game of the schedule for 1833.

The game was & tough one for Per-
ley to lose. as they had several
chances to win, but luck was a.gamst
them.

The locals outbatted the yisitors '1
to 5. Moore for Perley pitched a fine
game, allowing but five hits and strik-.
ing out nine men. Johnson was the:
batting star of Hamilton High,  get-
ting two safe hits in four times up,
while for the Perley team, Lee was
the star, getting three safe drives in

four tlmes up. SFoﬁord drove out a
“two bagger in the 1. Captain

: feature, getting a low line drive in the
rninth. H. Longley at first, and Lee
at third were the flelding stars tor
. Perjey, .

. The visiters lined” up as follows:

1 Jones of Perley contributed a fielding;

L i I AL IR

/733

Groveland Hn!ll Sthoo/
Defeated by- Perléy, 24-11

Groveland High schod)-was dere" ‘vl
by Perley Free of Creorgetown i’ tha
first league game at Ridge il yesters
day afternoon fo the tune of 24.%1,
The feature of the geme -was two
home run drives by Lee and the hit.
ting :of H, Longley and Moore of
?eorgebown and Delisle of the hmne
€am

Groveland played a ragéed game
from start to finish, Ths team- wWas-
handicapped by the lcss q; Prime e.nd,
DiBlaso.

The gaie between Groveland Ath-
letie association and West Newbury
Tigers vlayed last! night at Ridge Hill
was a tie score. 'The game was called
off in the fifth inning.

The high school, game summary.

GEORGETOWN’ P. P

"abr bh t]

bpo a e
Jones, 3b ...... 6 221 21
Spofford, If &». 6 4 2 31 00
H. Longley. 1b p 5/6'4 514 1 0.
Lee.ss v........ 4 4 3'9 0 1 .
Rutherf:rd cf 6 1 0 010 1°
A, Longley, 2b 6 3 2 3 2.1 131
Atlken, rf . .6 1 1:1°0 09
Moore, p, lb.... 6 2 4°4.0 50
Tidd, ¢ ......... 5 0 0 6.2 1.0
Totals., ....50 21 18 27 21 10 4

’ GROVELAND H. B.
abr bhibpoa e
Shay, rf . L1171 21 0 ¢
Fitvgerald 2b 4 06 00 0 3
Waood, rf,1b ... 8 2 2 2 0 0 0
‘Delisle,p,ef.... 4 1 4 7 0 3 0
Knott, 2b, p.... ¢ 0 2 2 1 3 ¢
Sharkey, ss,1f .. 4 1 1 1 3 2 4
Lanen, i1h, ¢ ... 4 2 0 0 8 0 2
-Greenleaf, 3b ... 4 2 2 6 1 2 3
‘Patker, ef, ..., 4 1 2 2 0 0 1
‘Btewart, ¢, s8... 4 1 0 ¢ 710
Totals....... 39 11 14 21 21 11 13

Innings.... ... 1234 567
Georgetown H, §..3 0 2 4 10 2 324

Groveland H. 8....0 001 "1 2 7—11

Two-base h1t=—s offord, A. Long-
ley, Shay, Delisle; B3reenleal, Thres-
base hits—Dellsle, Greenleaf. Home -
runs—Lee 2, Base on balls—Off
Knott 3.  Struck out—-By Moore 1,
by H. Longley 1, by Delisle 5, by Knott-
2.  Hits—Off Moore, 17 In 632-3 in~
nings; off Longley, 1 in 1-3 inning:
off Delisle, 8 In 4 innings; off Knott,
10 in 3 innings. Hit by pitcher—By.
Lee. Passed ball-—Stewart. - Winning
pitcher—Moora. Losing  pitcher—"
Delisle. Umpires—Webster end Moore
Time of game—2:10,

‘he Perley Pree - school baset
+ will play the Groveland %
i team at Groveland tom.

noen,

b AMILTON %, GEORGETOWA §
[Special Dispateh to The Herald) -

e,

Hamilton High—Back, 2b; Ohptain SORGETOWN, Apri] 21—Hamil,

|
| Carter, 1b; Johnson, ss; King, )f; Gil- High ‘bupched hits In two ‘fnnings . 2
dardt, c; Lanson, rf; Miller, cf; Dunn, rget.own ngh, 2 w1, here
3h; Criston, P McDonald, | X 1o ay.r
Perley Free—Captain Joxes, _ss; AL Geortemwz; 100100 %_
Spofford, 1f; H. Longley, 1b; Lee, 8b; {.m'weﬁ;!wn“ L 330 1'D000 ﬂ—-?'
WEREITOFd, cf; A. Longley, 3b; Alken, . “Viatteries--Freston, McDonald and Gld

Irf Moore, P; Tidd c. re and Tidt, ..
: The wlnnersscored one rmn In e O
* and one in the sixth, while
red their lone ru;;__;n the ¢
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- Barvard. Fr.
" Jamalen Plaln

5t. Mars’s (Wal 8
Tlum Atad Beiidosnrn,
. L0 (‘um !lminu)’ LB
'x'nu- Fresh 5. Bgeesad ..-Bun!inn!m 3
-_{seven Innings) T TN Y

FORM SUBURBAN
SCHOOL LEAGUE

First Games Are _,xsted en
' Dnamond Tomerrow , l

i

Tbe newly organlzed suhurban high'
!school baseball feagme, consisting cf'
. West Newbury, _Grove!nm;, Mcr:im_ac,
. Topsfield ard. Perley Free -of George-
town, (o be known as fthe Merrimack
Valley Hirh School circuit. opens to-
 marrew  aftermoon  when: Merrimac
‘plays at West Vcwbm and Perlev
i!-‘ree at Groveland, 'rhe last ga.me
will ke played June '16, :

The league was formed in wha.. is
consxdﬂred an unusual manner, for.
vall FE have-been made by students.
;Th.s was due, it i sald, to the NEnGS-
-off policy of coaches. who did not iz-
ivor a league., It is expected ibat the
nleague will save considerable monhey
,in the cost of” spo-ts at the schoo.s
,concerned.

The , circuit is so compact. that at
:na time will ‘a feam have ‘to fravel’
imore than nine miles to play a game
: The teams are rated in- f.ha sa
class, - ‘ !
i' Officets Tecently ele"ted were R.ay--
mond Lavoie, West. Newbury,  presi-
ndent Marshall. Parker, Qroveland,
sec*etary. and -_Bertram  Spofford
iGeorgetown, accounﬂa'ﬂ“"_ .
{ The schedule follows:.

May. 5—Merrimac- at West - New-l
:bury; Georgetown at Groveland; May:
8—-West Newbury at Topsfield; May:

2—Perley Free at. Merrimae; Tops-
ﬂeld at Groveland; :» May . 15— West.
Newbury at Georgetown; . Mey 19—
‘Groveland at West Newbury:- Merr‘.-}
mac =t Topsfleld; My 22—Topsfield
at West Newbury; May 25—Merrimac:
at Grorveland; Msay. 26—>Perley Fres!
at Topsfieid; May 30—West Newbur,,r!
at Merrimae; - Groveland. at Qeorge-:
town;. June 2—Grovelend at- Merrie:
.mac; Topsfleld at- Georgetown; . June:
§—DPeriey Free at-. West.. Newbury;:
June 9—Groveland,at Topsfield; Mer-'
rimac at Georgetown; June- 16—West
Newbury. st Grovel&nd. 'reps:leld at
Mern:nac T foar L )

in the towm league betwen- tho Ret-

n.Jsrsa.ndleers. Twolnnings of {his.... . .

‘game were plsvem i du‘kng halted

ithe contest. - The' game™for tonight

will be between t.he & stare lng’M

Fomy

Perley Free School
Beats Topsﬁeld H..

""he Pcriey . Free sehocl baseb:-
team won s decisive wvictory over the

‘Topstield High- yestérday ‘efterndon on”
'the Perley grounds by. the scote of 18 -

o 7. "The Topsfield, team. tried: ‘outs

jthree pitchers and afl: ot\them proved...

l\rnd and- ineffective in: the ‘pinches.
iMoore, swho pitched the first part of
the game, was relieved in the sixth by.
}H. Longley, who held the ‘vislters:

liwo hits in four innings. and struck’
jout six. The game was slow .and jist-*

‘lers,. the . visttors " making: frequenzf__

!changes their Mnenp, std taklhg
1 plenty: oféeuims while in. the’ field, ~ H:
Lonsley was high man with. the stick

‘with a single, & double and 2 triple to--

his. credit. . Gould and Morgan:led at
‘bab for the visitors, the former gettine
‘atriple Bnd 2 home run and the !

ter'a single-ard 8 triple. ;
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By BERT SPOFFORD
and BILL PEABODY
Special To The Daily News

Newburyport High School foot-
ball historians have no trouble
detemu.nmg when the school’s

former  long-time rivalries'
against Gloucester, Salem and ___
'Haverh:]lbegan

. Likewise, it is easy to pinpoint.
when Amesbury High began to
iface Swampscott, Marblehead
1 and Danvers - their second, third
and fourth oldest rivalries,
Trespectlvely
. However, it is far more giffi-
777 icult to determine when Newbur-
yport and Amesbury began,
tplaying each other. During thei
. past 50 years, four dates ranging
T from 1891 to 1915 have been listed

“in Newburyport and Amesbury
spapers as the start of the series. .
The Amesbury Daily News, in.
fits 1937 pre-Thanksgiving Day
hstmg of old AHS vs. NHS;
~ scores, indicated the series start-"
wed in 11.315 But the Newburyport:
——fl)ally ews in 1937 listed a 60,
1NHS victory in 1908.

——— I its preThanksgiving Day —land don’t propose to have any. —

{listing a year later on Wednes-.
~day, Nov. 16, 1938, the Amesbury ™~
]L%ﬁ:]sy News added .the 1908 score,
placed the fwo area daily —
newspapers in ag'eement as to
——ithe scores of the series.
On Nov. 27, 1940, a letter writ--
—fen by someone identified only as
“Ex- Newburyporter appeared
—simultaneously in both papers.
“Ex- Newburyporter” was con-
——————vinced the series actually began -
las far back as 1896 and had
strong grounds for establishing -
fthat as the series starting date.

— Thie 1896seorewas13noredby*““_§

ithe two lacal newspapers for 16
T ears. But in 1957, the two papers -
eight new scores, including

~———ithe 1896 game, in their Thanks-

AL L o

—and 60 wins that year.

L

—-—— Rugby Football team would play

"The schools invited fo join the | Newburyport for e third ¢ofi-
eague were Hampton Acadenty, secutive season played a sched--
iand the high schools of Ports- ule of several games. The NHS:
mouth, N.H., Newburyport and series with Haverhill High
rAmesbury. School commenced that season.
. “Ex-Newburyporter,” in his Aocordmgtothe Monday, Oet.
11940 letter stated, “.Newbury- 122, 1894, issue of the Newbury-
,po High had a so-called high kport Daily News, Newburyport
school team as early as 1892 but nghSchooldefeatedﬂle -

]
i
e

'the players were not all members — bury Rugby football team 4-0.
iof the school.” . =3 The reference to the game being:
. The Newburyport Daily News — ~  played at the Ferry grounds was

!m its Oct. 18, 1892 issue stated

bably an error. The game was _
«_..the members of the teams are- | probably

most likely played at the Fair:

1to be strictly confined to the }grotmds in Amesbury.
~—|schools, and the rules of the """ The return game between NHS.
Dartmouth, Amberst, and Wil- rand the Amesbury Rugby eleven

-~ liams inter-collegiate league will
|govern the games.”
Two days later, the Newbury =

lon Saturday, Oct. 27, 1894, was
described vividly as a rough con-
test in the Oct. 29, 1894, issue ofi

port Daily News ran an item in; the Newburyport Daily News.
ithe Amesbury column headed, 1 The paper stated that when an
{“They Are Not In It.” The brief. Amesbury player scored a touch--

istory stated, “Amesbury High——
iSchool pupils are somewhat sur-
iprised to learn that they belong

flown he was assisted over the ~
'goal by the Amesbury crowd as. -
" 'well as by the umpire — who was =~

to a football league and find dates: \an Ameshury resident.
of games scheduled for them,— 17he Newburyport Daily News
when the facts are they have stated Newburyport High School
?tended no meetings of the: refused to finish the game. A sub- -
eague, have no football team, heading on the front page story
of the game stated, “it Ended ina —
They were invited to join the Draw and Hard Feelings.”
proposed league but declined to . This newspaper statement wasT™
do so.” probably the source of the incor-
- Two scores are listed annually poration of an 1894 scoreless tie
inthelocalareanewspapersfor' into the record. This score

1893 games between the schools. ———ishould be deleted since NHS——
Newburyport is listed with 360 ‘played the Amesbury Rugby

School. -

No score has ever been listed- — —
for any football game between:
Amesbiry High School and New-
buryport High School in 1895 -

The Wednesday, Nov. 22, 1893,
‘issue of the Newburyport Daily
News indicated the Amesbury

INewburyport. High School at
Athletics Park, Newburyport,
,andthataretzmgamewmﬂdbe
played in Amesbury on Dec. 2.
The Monday, Nov. 27 issue of
the Newburyport paper indicated —— :
the first game was played the high schools on Saturday, Nov. 2,
previous Saturday and was won -

per references were first made to’
: Amesbury High School football. -
A game was actually to have

r—

ieleven and not Am&sbm-y High——— -

— the season during which newspa-——— — —

been played between the two— ———— -

1895. There was never any item——-- - -~

These listings by Newburyport, 34-10. in the Newburyport Daily News
giv:?gnggem from as far —— . The Monday, Dec. 4 issue of - that indicated the game was—-
k as 1891 the Newbutyport Daily News re- played. There are no microfilms
——— Beginning in 1957, an 11-10 ported that on the previous Sat- . of Amesbury Daily News isstues.——-- - -
S victory in 1891 is indicated.  urday the Amesbury Rugby elev- from Sept. 30, 1895, through Dec.
Research through both the — —|€n turned the tables on'_ 31, 1895, S—
esbury and Newburyport { Newburyport High School’s foot- The first newspaper reference
~————mewspapers of that. year pro-——{ball team by winning af Ames- S, madeste 864 tt*rllasgid———w =
duced no evidence whatever of bury, 60. eerli}ew teanrtls WlSch fi
————1Iany football teams at either high ——— The Newburyport Daily News ‘names Newburyport High School —— .-
sschool. Tt would seem the 1891 made no reference to Amesbury ia“d Amesbury High School oc-
--------- ~-iscore should be eliminated from {High Scheol football in 1893. The curred on Tuesday, Oct. 27, 189%.
ithe records. two 1893 scores series can be for-
——— In 1892 the first references — —|gotten since Newburyport High ——— s
were made {0 Newburyport[-hgh 'School played the Amesbury
————iSchool football in the Newbury- -——— Rugby team twice. R e ek
jport Daily News. A scoreless tie is listed as hav-
—6“ A new interstate schoolboy — — -/ing been played between the ri- —
Jootball league was formed ac- val schools in 1894. Butﬂlemis

cording to the Oct. 18, 1892, issue ——
of t,gg Newb_,~ -yport Daily News,

\

./‘ |

1894,

no evidence in either town’s
newspaper that Amesbury High
iSchool had a football team in —————






eRESEARCH

IContinued from Page D1
Since the 1897 game which Amesbury won was
played between NHS and the Amesbury YMCA, the
iscore should be deleted.
= A 66 tie is listed for 1898. A team representing
Amesbury and a team representing Newburyport
—{played to a 6-6 tie Thursday afternoon, Sept. 29, 1898,
Eisnahﬁ?esbury as part of the annual Amesbury and
- —Salishury Agricultural and Horticultural Fair. .
Game accounts appeared in ‘the Sept. 30, 1898,
—~fissues of the Amesbury Daily News and the Newbury-
jport Daily News. Neither team was a high school
Eteam In fact there is no newspaper evidence Ames-
‘bury High School had a team in 1898,
-—  On Thanksgiving Day afternoon, 1898, there was a
:game in which Amesbury defeated Newburyport, 18-
-40. On the following day, Friday, Nov. 25, the Ames-
bury Daily News stated it was the Amesbury Athlet-
fics that defeated Newburyport. 1
The Amesbury paper. stated: “Great interest was
-ttaken in the contest as the two elevens, Newburyport
‘and the Amesbury Athletics, when they met the last
-~ time during the Amesbury and Salisbury fair, played
_ [to a tie.”

This clipping indicates the 66 tie that was played.

«during the fair involved the Amesbury Athletics.
—1__A story in the Friday, Nov. 25, 1898, issue of the
 Newburyport Daily News stated that on Thanksgiv-
-ing Day morning Newburyport High lost to the NHS
' Alumni, 17-10. Obviously the NHS team wouldn’t
_ have played the Alumni Thanksgiving Day morning

«and the Amesbury Athletics that afternoon. .
The teams which played in that Thanksgiving Day,
'71898, afternoon game were therefore the Amesbury
-~ yAthletics and a Newburyport team that was not a
high school team. These same two teams were also
_Jthe ones which played each other as part of the

Amesbury and Salisbury Agricultural and Horticul-
__ptural Fair in late September, 1898. Therefore, the 66
ftie of 1898 can be discarded. ,

Another score listed annually is an 11-0 Amesbury
{High victory in 1899. The source of that score prob-
_jably came from an 11-0 victory by the Amesbury

“1900” team over a Newburyport team Thanksgiving
_ __[Day morning, 1899, as reported the following day in
‘ Amesbury Daily News and as a one-sentence item
~__hn the Amesbury column of the Newburyport Daily
News.

Newburyport High’s 6-0 victory in 1908 was against
the Amesbury Independents, not AHS, in a game
played Wednesday, Nov. 11 at Newburyport. Some
Amesbury players were in the previous June’s AHS
graduation class.

The Newburyport Daily News’ writeup of this game
stated: “It is frue that Amesbury had some older and
heavier men on their squad but the majority of them,
judging from their play, had not seen a football for
months if years, and Newburyport High with their-
several weeks of coaching by Mr. Sommes, should.
have just wiped the ground up with the contingency
from the Powow valley.”

This doesn’t sound much like an organized Ames-
bury team that would have been of high school age.
The 1908 score should be stricken.

. But what about the 1896 score of the first game:

reported by the newspapers to have involved the two:
high schools?

The Oct. 13, 1904, issue of the Amesbury Daily
News reported the formation of a new Amesbury’
High School Athletic Council that would govern ath-:
letics and which would include five members - three:
school committee members, the high school principal*
and a member of the senior class. (

Fifty years later J. Harris Melia, faculty manager of
athletics at Amesbury High School, stated at the AHS
football banquet on Tuesday evening, Dec. 7, 1954::
“The football season of 1954 marks the 50th anniver-:
sary of organized sport in Amesbury High under the:
supervision of an official athletic council created by
the authority of the school committee.”

Melia made a key statement in regard to the 1904,
formation of the AHS athletic council: “This was the;
first year that football was played in Amesbury High:
with official recognitioni although teams had played
under the name of Amesbury High for a good ten;
years earlier.” !

The 1954 AHS football banquet story appeared ini
the Dec. 8, 1954, issue of the Amesbury Daily News..
On the Amesbury page of the Newburyport Daily:
News issue of the same day, the banquet was covered..
but Melia’s remarks did not appear.

Did Melia’s statement that AHS football did not
have official school committee recognition until 1904'
invalidate the 1896 NHS 30-0 victory over AHS? ‘

Any Newburyport High football historian would’
have a right to enter the score of the 1896 game into:
the school’s record for that season. A game was'

| 'That same issue of the Newburyport paper carried
ﬁ front page story that Newburyport High School on
 Thanksgiving Day afterncon was beaten, 125, by
: wrence High School.-Clearly that holiday morning
___jgame against the Amesbury “1900” team didn’t in-
wvolve Newburyport High School.

played. Officials were on duty. Newburyport High:
Schodl had an all-student team and was a member of .
a league. Amesbury High School could be listed as the:
apponent since the Amesbury team played under that

__ Anarticle in the Oct. 1, 1901 issue of The Newbury-
ﬁr)or-t Daily News stated that “Amesbury High should
form a stricfly school eleven and join the other

~ ischools in Essex County athletics.” .
A 60 NHS victory in 1908 has, for more than half a
~weentury, been listed in the Newburyport Daily News
tand for nearly that long in the Amesbury papers.

iHigh School football teams from 1908 through 1912.
~ =~ Asa Shaw, age 93, who now resides at 82 Highland St.,
rand who graduated from Amesbury High in 1912,
li?ntixes there was no football at the school throughout
his four years as a student. This time period included
tthe fall seasons of 1908 through 1911.

There is no newspaper reference to any Amesbury-

name.

But on the technicality that Amesbury High School,
football in 1896 was not officially recognized by the:
Amesbury School Committee, the question arises as:
to whether or not this score belongs in the annual list..
This score wasn’t listed among old scores until 1957 —
61 years after the game was played. |

Perhaps the 1937 Amesbury Daily News Edition of.
Nov. 23, was correct when it listed the series as
beginning in 1915.

" That was the year AHS began an unbroken succes:
sion of seasons of regular interscholastic football
schedules and the two schools met on Thanksgiving
Day in Newburyport., = i B
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If is clear tHat Newbtiryport 4 Vars
tfootball team in 1832 and joined a y that included
several southern New Hampshire schools. Four years
dater, Newburyport joined the Fssex Inter-
ischolastic League. ,

However, articles from the newspapers in bathy
#owns state that Amesbury High first fielded a team.
sanctioned by the school in 1904, then!
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vt begin playing an unbroken schedule ih con-

From 1938 until 1957, the newspapers-in both towns«
'Spofford and Peabody sgree no.game was played that
‘- year. S
. . According to both reséarchers, the 1891 startingy

|~ listed the starting date of the series as 1908, alﬁm‘ughi

sappeared in both towns’ newspapers on

| . date and seores of games played from 1891 to 1914 ﬂrst?
__{Eve in 1957 and remained unquestioned until ﬁg

year. i
--They both have theories as to.how the scores began]
tappearing in both papers in 1957, but declined to
- selaborate further. ‘
Wood wasn't sure the distinction should be madt;!

- ....Ibetween a sanctioned high school-team and players of

—

‘high school age participating on a tewn team.
- “I wonder what other communities would find if
‘they delved back that deeply into their history. But,

___._whatis, is. It’s obviously shocking in that all of

fpre-game hype has been based on it being-one of the

__tstate’s oldest rivalries. I just hope we can get to the
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bottom 6f it and start from there,” he said,

' PeabodyandSPOii'ordare not novices atihfstypeoﬁ

eabody, an Amesbury native, taught at Marble: -
head High School for 28, years. He wrote a history
book of Marblehead footbéll that was published prior-

~—=to the school's 75th anniversary season in 1984. He is |

~ —asity graduate, is
|
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ycurrently working en a similar history of Newbury--

I —-,portmgt;df’aotban«for thatschool's 100th anniversary. |

Spofiord, a Georgetown native amiioggln;;nd Igmver i
a retired Army colonel and former
jAmesbury High varsity baseball coach. He has put
together detailed works on the history of Amesbury '
High baseball and basketball, both available at fhe
- “Bill had researched pre1915 games for both New-
__buryportand Amesbury, then1 went back and did my
lresearch en Amesbury. Between us, we have fhree
ichecks of this material,” said Spofford,
Those early games may be disputed, but the rivairy
tween the towns was spirited even in its infancy.
‘The Newburyport Daily News headline for the 1394{
game blared; “A Rough Contest; Football Game In’
Which Shugging Was A Feature. . .Ended In A Draw
+And Hard Feelings.”
The Newburyport paper described Newburyport’s
'30-0 win in 1896 as: “A Tremendous Victory, . Made!
|30 (points) by Good Playing and Gave Up Only Goose!
£8S.

In 1897, the Amesbury Daily News called the 601

‘win by the town’s YMCA squad a: “Great Victory. .,
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